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FACTS AND FIGURES.

Trene are 150,000,000 opium smokers
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EVEN WITH THE COMPANY.

“Blafl from a \rw Englander That Hub-

bed Out an Old Score.

The game of “bluff” in honest hands
is seldom a winning one, yet an honest
yvoung man evened up a loss one day
Inst week through the first bit
“Bluff" he had ever tried in his life.

He hailed from New England
ignorant of New York railroads

making u trip to Mamaroneck on the
New York, New England and Hartford
Promised by the conductor that
he should be warned when nearing the
station, +he realized nothing until he

had reached Stamford, when the

retful official turned up to inform him
regretfully that he was a dozen miles

bweyvond his destination.

“‘And shall 1 have to pay my fare

back?” he m-luirwl_

“Puon't exactly see how you could
ret back any other way,” was the

l"l v

With a sense of unjust treatment,
the yvoung man purchased a ticket and

rivle back in the next train.
He made the same trip again

davs later. This time he knew just
where his station was but falling into
a soumd =leep he let himself be carried
past it until by a strange coincidence
he found himself again at Stamford.
With an air of injured independence

he boarded the next train back.

“See here, conductor.” addressing
that functionary. “U've been earried
throngh the stupidity of another
your blooming conductors twelve miles
ont of my way, and if you suppose I'm
going to pay you for taking me back
again you're pretty far out. You may
call for any fare you please. I will not
pay it. There's a lot more than that

due me for my inconvenience. ™

‘All right, sir."” answered the

ductor meekly, completely overnwed
by the apparent depth of resentment

confronting him.

“I'm even with that eompany, mur-
mured the provincial youth blandly

when he stepped off the train.

IN A NUTSHELL.

Rounies are manufactured.
AcAaTr is successfully imitated.
Tae snail’s mouth is in its foot.

CAMPHORE gFrows on Lrees in Japllll.
Tue first alphabet had but sixteen

letiers,

NeEw DBrusswick has a small leper

colony.

Tue title rabbi means master

teacher

Drasmas in India are played in the

Open air.

Tue smallest known microbe is that

of inflnenza,

Fos=11. bisons have been unnearthed

in Kentueky.

Is geologie time the horse was no

larger than a fox.

AGRICULTURAL NOTES.

AN exchange reports that grease
weed which is invading the country
froom the north is likely to prove al-
most as damaging as the HRussian

thistle.

I¥ the grain shocks are allowed to
stund very long in the ficlds which
woere sowed o elover last spring they
are linble to kill the plants they cover
amd thus create bare spots in the ficlds

A prowisa mateh is announced asone
of the features of the lowa state
this year. This method will be adopted
for determining the relative merits of
the implements placed upon exhibition.

A MYNTERIOUS OFFICIAL.

The Romantic Career of a Bel-
gian Mandarin.

His Story as Related hy Himself to
Couple of American Tourists
Whom He Entertalons in
Royal Fashion.

While the yvoung American bicyelists,
Messrs. Allen and Sachtieben, were
erossing the desert of Goli, tiu-_\' heasrd
mueh of a mysterions and powerfual
oflicinl called the Ling Darin. No one
could tell who or what he was., Final-
ly. as they emerged from the desert,
starved. ill and I‘il;,';:rl!. 11I|"\‘ wWere met
by un richly-dressed mandarin, accond-
ing to the story they tell in the Cen-
tury. He grected them cordially in
clear at broken English, and, mount-
wid on waiting horses, they were at-
temded into the city of Su-chou. *Clt
wis some time before the idea flashed
seross our minds that this might indeed
be the mysterions Ling Darin about
whom we had heard so much.  “Yes”
suid he, *that is what | am called here,
but my real name is Splingard.”™  He
then went on to tell us that he was a
Belgian by birth: that he had traveled
extensively through China, as the com-
panion of Baron Richthofen, and had
thus become so thoroughly acauuinted
with the country and its people that
on his return to the coast he had been
offered by the Chinese government the
position of custom  mandarin at Su-
chon, a position jiust then established
for the levying of duoty on the Russian
iiwnls  passing in through the north-
west provinees: that he had sdopted
the Chinese dress and mode of Jiving,
and hod even married, many yvears ago,
a Uhinese girl educated at the Catholie
schools in Tientsin.

“We were so absorbed in this roman-
tic history that we scarcely noticed
the crowds that lined the streets lead-
ing to the Ling Darin’s palace, antil
the boom of a cannon recnlled us to
v situation. From the sinile on the
jolly face beside ns we knew at once
whom we could hold responsible for
this receplion The palac. sates were
now thrown open by a host of serviants,
ated inour raps and talters we rolled
at onee from the hardships of the in
hospitable  desert  into  the lap of
Masury.

“A surplus is not always so easily
lisposed of as a deficit —at least we
woere inelined to think so in the case of
mir Su-chon diet, The Ling Darin's
table. which, for the r\'t'n'pliun:ll -
asjorn, was set in the forcign fashon
with knives and forks, f:url_\ Lo tiaesid
with abundance and variety. There
wits even butter. made from the milk
of the Tibetan yak, and condensed
aillk for our coffee, the first we had
insted  sinee leaving  Turkey., more
than a year before. The Ling Darin
informed us that o ean of this milk.
which he once presented to Chinese
iriends. had been mistaken for a face
wosmetie, amd was so wused by the
ladies of the family. The Ling Darin’s
wife we found an excellent and even
artistiec ook, WwWhile mis buxom twin
danghters conld read and write their
own language—a rare accomplishment
for a Chinese woman

‘As guests of our highly respected
and even venerated host, we were
visited by nearly all the magistrates of
the city The Ling Darin was never
hicfore .‘n'lu‘in-“vll o ANSwWer sO many
gquestions.  In self-defense he was at
last foreed to get up a stercotyped
specch to deliver on each social oe-
Cas1On The !u'--ph'. town, Dbesiegred the
palace gates, and clamored for an ex-
Fiilbition. Although our own clothes
had been sent away to be boiled, we
could not plead this as an excuse. The
flowing Chinese garments which had
been provided from the private ward-
rabe of the Ling Darin fluttered wildly
in the breeze, as we rode out through
the eity at the appointed hour Our
Chinese shoes, also, were constantly
slipping off, and as we raised the font
to readjust them, a shout went up fromm
the erowd for what they thought was
a faney touch in the way of riding.™

THE GREAT ARTISTS.

Porpatvono was the son of a poul-
terer, whenee his name, and began his
carecr as a wood carver

Brrakyvatk was one of the first paint-
ers to execute court scenes, such as
coronations and marriages.

Guripo's Iater works are very inferior.
They were painted in haste, to raise
money for the gaming table.

[PAvaxzo was the first modern
piainter who attempted to give an op-
ticnl illusion to his pictures.

HoLseis was only sixteen years old
when first engaged in painting altar
piccees for the churches in Basle.

DukER was the son of a goldsmith,
and. showing an appreciation of art,
was apprenticed to adragghtsman.

Varesguez was a  sclf-edocated
painter.  His seenes and models were
generally tuken from peasant life.

TiTias began to sketch before he
was four yvears old.  His favorite
minlels were his wife and daughter.

Jaxssen's life was made miserable
by un extruvagant wife, and his last
3-;-:1r,~. were passed in extreme want.

Jian Corsiy was origmally a glass
stainer. who left that business to be-
come the first historical painter of
Franee.

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

Tuenre are three times as many wid-
ows as widowers.

LerTrree and onions, eaten just before
retiring, canse sleep.

BoiLixe  tar, applied to masonry.
makes it impervious to water.

SEVEN THOUSAND insects are reguired
to make one pound of cochineal.

GeEoRGE Buspary, a Dublin short-
hand writer, can record 250 words in a
minute.

Frrny 4,000,000 people in this country
ure sustained by the wages earned by
railrowd emploves

Tie redwosl forests of California
have become almost depleted by the de-
mand for railroad ties.

Puorociraris have been taken of the
bottem of the sea, fally five hundred
feet beelow the sarface.

Tue apple grows wild in the Sand-
wich islands. There are forests of llurm.
most of them neglected.

SEVENTEEN transatlantic eables have
been laid, but only seven are in use,
The others have given out.

A CATERPILLAR is so greedy that in
one month it usnally devours six thou-

{ sand times its own weight in food.

HIS BARGAIN.

He Traded s Yoke of Oxen for & Volume
of Shakespeare.

A noted character on the border
thirty-five years ago was old Jim
Bridger, of Fort Dridger, Utah. This
man, relates the Youth's Companion,
on one occasion visited New York, and
saw Shakespeare’s "Midsummer Night's
Dream”™ performed. He had no clear
idea as to who Shakespeare was, but
he conceived the most extravagant ad-
mirntion for his genius

He returned to the fort, and resumed
the selling of stock and supplies to
travelers and emigrants. Omne day a
man came who had set his heart upon
buying a particular yoke of oxen, with
which, for some reason or other, Jim
was determined not to part.

The man sent o messenger one morn-
ing to make a final appeal for the de-
sired yoke, but Jim proved obdurate,
remarking that “there wa'n't no use
talkin' about it any more.™

“Well, he wants "em.” said the mes-
senger.  “He's a-waitin® for ‘em; he
jest «sets there readin’ a book called
‘Shakespeare’ and a-waitin' for them
oxen”

“What!” ejaculnted Jim, springing to
his feet. “‘Here you, gimme my boots!™

He ran to the corral as fast as his
legs would carry him

“Stranger.” he prasped, breathlessly,
when he had reached the man, ""jest
imme that book and take them oxen.”

“Oh, no,” sawl the man; I just
brought the book to read on the way,
not to sell”

“Stranger,” returned Jim, firmly,
“jest yon take them oxen and gimme
over that book.™

The man did so, after some demnr-
ring., and Jim, who hired a reader to
further his acquaintance with the ob-
jeet of his admiration, was never heard
to complain of his bargain. bhut r.nlnr
boasted of it on many oceasions.

BIRDS COME BACK.

An lInstance of Instincet Related by =
Truthful Southern Man.

Mr. C. B Smith, secretary of the
Jacksonville board of trade, relates a
wonderful story of a bird’s instinet
which he vouches for. It is to the fol-
lowing effect: Some time in April
last a Chicago woman who was visit-
ing him, she being Mrs. Smith's niece,
purchased two nonpareils. On  the
tenth of that month, as she was pet-
ting ready to go home, by some means
the cage door was opened and the fe-
male bird --u'u;h--i, She did not desire
to take one bird with her, and she 1eft
the mule bird In the cagre at Mr
Smith's, says the Savannah News

The other morning, as Mrs. Smith
was in the room where the cage con-
taining the single bird was, another
bird flew through the open window
and began cireling around the room
and finally perched itself near the cags
Mrs, Smith looked at it attentively, and
then said to her servant, who stoasd
nesr by, that this was the bird that had
flown off some months before, The
servant was  inceredulous but Mrs
Smith went up to the strange bird and
held out her hand.,  With a little flut-
ter i1t settlel on her finrer ~he
opened the eage and the bird hopped
in, seemingly pleased to et back
agrain. Its mate was at first rather
shy of the stranger but within an
hour the two were chatting away in
bird language at a great rate.

A CURIOUS PROVISION.

One of Nature's Ways of PFrotecting Her
(v

“*Nature has wonderful ways of
guarding against the extincetion of
species,” said a Wichita (Kan.) man to
a St. Louis Globe-Democrat writer
“The manner in which the eprges and
voung of the prairic chicken and
other pround-nesting bhirds are protect-
ed against their numerous encmies is
specially curious. Their escape is at-
tributed by the majority of sportsmen
to the alleged fact that in nesting
birds the scent which is given out at
other times is suppressed.  In proof of
this statement the fact is adduced that
dogs, even those of the keenest powers
of smell, will pass within a few fect.
even a less distance of a nesting pheas-
ant without showing the least suos-
picion that game is near, if only the
bird is concealed from sight This
would seem to be pretty strong evi-
dence, but some naturalists refuse to
e |'llh\'i[ll‘|‘l!. ll-]'ll'_'h' reason that se-
cretions and exhalations are involun-
tary and therefore cannot e sup-
pressed by the will of an animal. Take
whichever side yon will. To me it
seems likely that, as the exhalation is
involuntary, its suppression during in-
eunbation may be equally so, and both
may be accounted for on physiological
[!rt;lllll’h when the prying eyes of our
paturalists are turned in that direc-
tion.

THE BICYCLE.

A New Work to Which That Useful Ma-
chine Has Heen Put.

The bicyele is being put to many
strange uses in these days. It is no
longer an instrument for pleasure
alone. It is used, of course, CVery-
where as a cheap and rapid means of
transportation, and has the advantage
over the horse of not eating anything.
That its use in war has been contem-
plated has been well understood, and
that before long it will figure in the
army is very likely.

But it is doubtful if the inventor of
the machine ever thought anybody
would utilize a bieyele in the way that
it is used up in Berkshire, Mass. where
the bovs can be seen at night, mounted
on their “bikes,” going after the cows

The only difliculty is, of course, to
be able to ride slow enongh, and with
this sort of practice those youngsters
onght to be able to win a slow bicycele
race anywhere.

Washington's Pavemcnis.

“Washington to-day,” says a ecorre-
spondent,‘has more asphalt pavements
than arn; ecity in the country with the
exception of Buffalo. Of the 184 miles
of improved streets in Washington 71
are paved with asphalt, making, 1.773,-
057 square yards. For the streets on
which heavy hauling is done cobble-
stone is generally used. Of this pave-
ment 14 miles have been Iaid. The
heavy grades have been principally
paved with granite blocks, of which
ssiy miles have been laid. In the
northeast section of the city the asphalt
block has been found to answer the
purpose very satisfactorily, and over 13
miles have been put down within re-
cent years. There are still 25 miles of
streets lnid with coal tar and 113 of
macadam.™

IRGRATIT LWE UP NATIONS.

An Instance of lt Toward s Hero of the
Franco-Germean War

A pathetic story of natio ngorati-
tude has been going the ronnds of the
London papers, wl 15 st
enongh to Tage repeated. espec? 11v s 11
concerns those days of intense interest
daring which Paris was last in Siein
Publivity has been g t by the fact
tbat the hero of the lent has st
rone into a French hospital in povert

there o die Fhe Pall Mall ‘:_;,-1"_1
thus tells the tale

“When the German lines, m the a
tumn of 1570, were gracinally clesing

their hgiconstrictor prasp romindgd The

doomed capital Durnof svas the ber
of the hour Anexperienced acronaut
who had three times been dashed t
the sea and had run many other nar
row escapes, he proposed with h old
balloon Neptune to carry an t of
Paris and to run the gauntiet of the
beleaguering armics At davbreak 0o
September 23, he se1 out on las adven-
urous journey, the director f the [wasts
assuring him, ss he handed in the dis
patehes and the pi =, that has ir
apre and devotion would meet with &
splendid reward Durnof saceceded in
his task. and landed safe and sound st
Evreux, but the poor old Nept Wns
never fit for another ascent
"Twenty-two vears elnpsed, but the
unhappy acronaut Dever received
penny from successive Fovernmen
Even his elaim for the value of his bal-
loon, which had been used until de
stroved by the military authornities
failed to obtain the slightest recogus
tion After a couple of deondes | ot
the bronze medal accorded to all wh
carried dispatches by balloon, and last
vear a small monthly grant was mads
which barely suffi '-‘. o Kewp him from
starvation Swringd pstars
of all kinds laid tions  of
future fame and fo " of
Paris, but the first man who open 1
GOt ications between the imprisos
ed inhabitants and the outer workd
seems likely to die in dishonor and

despair.™

DISCOVERER OF TOBACCO.

A Spaniard ‘\nhu-l Inlu UVsed It Barore
Either Nieost or Ralelgh.

Though Sir Walter Raleigh was the
first to introdoes tolae pi s ThLES vl
try, says the London Daily News
quiries into the history of the weed an
familiar with the fact that it haed al
ready been inported . into Europs nyr
bu-foore Rak i Tig 1 was bar he faets
are retold 1In an officinl summary by
=Sr George Bonhiam of the m t AT
¢l statement of the Spanish minists
of finane Natura Tthe s deet is
of interest to the controller of the na-
tionanl finances of Soois T i v
monopoly  3s an  amportant
bring= in [arre sums 2 the stuts of
fers The first Eur | §] i
acequninted waith the and S A YT
lard named Pape, who remained an Sar
I hoven 1 i ra-t 1 i
v teer 1 3 v I 1 1
ETE | Ly the native X r B5N
meddicine The first specimens of the
plant were sent by him o Seville in
1499 but 11s use 10 Kurojps was mainly
due to Jean Nicot, u n of
Nimes, who was French T I
in Portugal in 1560, [ts tion
into England by Sir Wal v .
w b Irr--i;;':-.t it from Virginia., dates

from 15

THE SWwISS REPUBLIC

It Has =n Exeo -nh.- Council, at No
President.

Under the Swiss sy=tem, savs the
North American Review, the executive
power s vested, not inoa president, bhat
in a council or eabinet of seven, which
holds office for three yoears Tihe coman
cil apportions the departments of state
among its own members, and thie
meantwers of the comneil have the right
to speak and make propocals in cither
house of the federal legislature. bot
not to vote.” When the measures pro-
posed by the Swiss ministers are de

feated in the legpisk
return to their desks and go oo

the business of their departments. n
form of procedure which has stood the
test of CXperenee We have Lhier

fore, a nust satisfactory precedent

upon the one vital point at which we
must «depart from the English muowlel

The Swiss eomstitution o

is federal; and its federal <lature
consists of two ehambers Nhe Swiss
executive counci! oreabinet h for
three vears instead of tl ~wWiss
ministers possess  th it iIn
cither honse, to initiats o aned
debate, withont the right te; and
when the vote upon  measures pro-

posed by them is adverse, they remain
in office until the end of their terms.,

HAD TO HAVE HIS PIPE.

The Rich Chlcagoe Contractor and His

Humble (Guerst
In one of the fashionabile quarters of
Chicago, according to the Times, lives
an Irishman who has muden 1 T
a contractor. He has never forpotten
the friends of his youtl

Y

eSpPeCin v o

Casey. a boss mason, who still Iy

the Goose Island distriet Cisey
not feel l'N:lw‘fl}' at home in
house, but ont of regard for
friend often spends an evening

with him. On a recent oceasion o
sort, a heavy rain set in just as it came
time for the visitor to take his leave
“Look here, Mike,"” said the eontractor,
as they reached the door, ““therne's ne
need of your goin® home in this flood
I have a spare room upstairs. Stay
over night wid me. ™ All rigl
replied Casey;: “01 will. The ould wom-
an won't worry.” The cantractor sam
moned a servant and had Casey shown

.
f 2

tothe “spare room.” Then he retarned
to his den to look over the pluns of a
new Block he had on hand., The work
kept him absorbwed till nearly midnight
when he was startied by a sharp rning
at the door-bell. Every one vls had
retired, and he answered the bell in
Person. When he opened the front-
door, there stood Case V. dripping
with a smile on his face. ““How's this
Mike?” exelaimed the contructor; *°1
thought yve was to stay all night here’
“so 1 am, me h-s_‘» 2 r\-p!.'-"i the sTiling
Casey; “that's why I went home for me
pipe-”

we'l

Ilis Feet

An honest voung man. who had es-
caped a great peril by an act of hero-
ism, was much complimented for his
bravery. Ope lady said 1 wish 1
comld have seen your feat”™ Whore-
upon he blushed and stammered, and
finally pointing to his pedal extremi-
ties, said: “Well, therc they be,
mum.
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IN EUROPEAN SOCIETY.
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NOT RECEIVING.

A Young Witow's Too Aggressive Caller
Neaily Rebuked
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THE WALLS OF SEOUL

How s FParty of Trasclers Sealed Them
After Nightfall
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A Brave Fngineer

Daring the recent trike i
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| The Three Periosls of Man®s T.ife
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Law of Gravitation Revorsed.
A Iawver by the mame of Mavm
who was a highly respected bat de

cidedly heavy person. had risen to a

judgeship, while Jeffrey Reller, whoe
had entered n his 1| wrecr ot
abvut the same timae with Mayne, bat
was more noled s a8 Wit Lhan as 4 iaw

vier, was still much in want of clients
amd fees The lutter was in a conrt-

room one dav, when Mayne was sol

| presiding, and he torned to a
L. who sat beside him, and plucked

at hi IOV vt Thers he Wiins
pered; “there sits Mayne, risen by his
pravilty, and here sits Keller, sunk by

his levity What would Sir Isaae News-
ton say to that, 1'd ke to know?™



